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We have the power to explore the planets and walk the moon. We have the power to coax
green from the deserts. We have the power to map the human genome.

Yet in the year 2005, in millions of communities in every corner of the globe, people are
suffering because those with political power have failed to meet their most basic
responsibilities. That failure is seen in the crisis of local health systems that do not work,
that exclude the poor, abuse and marginalize women, sow distrust and feed corruption. The
result is societies marked by profound insecurity, by deep and growing inequities, and by the
unacceptable toll on the health and well-being of girls and women.

Every minute of every day:
e 5 more women join the 20 million women currently living with HIV/AIDS;
¢ 190 women conceive an unwanted or unplanned pregnancy;
¢ one woman dies while giving birth; and
e countless women and girls suffer the health consequences of malnutrition, chronic
and communicable diseases that disproportionately affect women, gender-based

violence, harmful traditional practices, and war and civil conflict.

As political and civil society leaders, we come together to express our outrage at this
carnage and to solidify our commitment to work together for change.

We call for a profound shift in the priorities that shape policies and resource allocations
globally, nationally and locally.

We call for universal access to health care:

e Universal coverage of critical health interventions for women and girls requires strong
health systems that ensure access, equity, and financial protection.

o Health systems are more than delivery systems for technical interventions. They are
core social institutions that lie at the heart of the poverty reduction agenda. They
are fundamental building blocks of secure and democratic societies.



We call for systemic changes to build strong health systems:

e Funding of health systems must be increased through predictable, sustained and long-
term investments, nationally and globally.

e User fees for primary health care must be abolished, financial barriers to access
eliminated, and systems to ensure financial protection implemented.

e Countries, rich and poor, must confront urgently the crisis of human resources:
increase training, ensure that mid-level cadres of health workers are expanded and
empowered, provide adequate and fair compensation for all health workers, and take
measures to stem the exodus of scarce health workers from the public sector.

o Countries must adopt and implement laws, regulations and policies to strengthen
health systems, improve women’s health, and establish tolerance and respect for
women’s decisions in all matters pertaining to their health and well being.

o HIV programs and policies must be oriented to the strengthening of health systems
and to the uncompromising protection of the health and rights of women and girls.

We call for these priorities to be reflected in poverty reduction and development strategies:
e Political leaders must recognize the critical importance of women’s health and
empowerment, and of health systems to achieving the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), and
e Countries must endorse the ICPD (International Conference on Population and
Development) target of universal access to reproductive health by 2015 as an
additional target to MDG 5.
These commitments are not optional.
Women have a human right to health and to access to health care.
Women are vital to the future development of their countries - as workers, as caregivers for
their families, as stewards of the environment, as technological innovators, and as political
leaders at all levels.
Women are citizens with the right and responsibility to participate meaningfully in the
decisions that affect their lives and to demand accountability from the people and
institutions that have the duty to fulfill these rights.

Women are entitled to no less.

Let us work for no less.

Madeleine Albright Mary Robinson Allan Rosenfield
Chair President Dean
Ministerial Initiative of the Council of  Realizing Rights: The Ethical Columbia University

Women World Leaders Globalization Initiative Mailman School of Public Health



Signatories to the Wye River Call to Action

The Wye River Call to Action for Global Women’s Health was developed by participants to the “Innovations in
Supporting Local Health Systems for Global Women’s Health: A Leaders Symposium”, Aspen Wye River
Conference Center, Maryland, USA, 5th - 7™ June 2005.

Wye River participants endorsing the Call in their personal capacity

Sono Aibe

Senior Program Manager

Population Program

The David and Lucile Packard Foundation

Alice P. Albright

Vice President and Chief Financial and Investment
Officer

The Vaccine Fund

Xu Baert

Communications, Advocacy and Public Relations
Department of Making Pregnancy Safer

World Health Organization

Anurita Bains

Special Assistant

Office of the Special UN Envoy of the Secretary-General
for HIV/AIDS in Africa

Carmen Barroso

Regional Director

International Planned Parenthood / Western
Hemisphere Region

Greg Behrman
Henry Kissinger Fellow
The Aspen Institute

Patricia Caffrey

Project Director

Parliamentarians for Women’s Health
International Center for Research on Women

Peggy Clark
Managing Director
Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative

Barbara B. Crane
Executive Vice President
Ipas

Nils Daulaire
President and CEO
Global Health Council

Helen de Pinho

Policy Advisor

UN Millennium Project Task Force on Child Health and
Maternal Health

Isabelle de Zoysa

Senior Adviser for HIV/AIDS

Office of the Assistant Director-General for Family and
Community Health

World Health Organization

Clementine Dehwe

Global Union HIV/AIDS Campaign Coordinator
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
Zimbabwe

Marcela del Mar Suazo

Minister of the National Institute for Women's Affairs
National Institute for Women’s Affairs

Government of Honduras

Linda Distlerath
Vice President
Global Health Policy
Merck & Co., Inc.

Paula Donovan

Senior Advisor

Women's and Children's Issues

Office of the Special UN Envoy for AIDS in Africa

Beverly Draper

Project Director

Department of Health of the Western Cape &
Department of Public Health and Family Medicine,
University of Cape Town

Lilian Dudley
Chief Executive Officer
Health Systems Trust, SA

Marian Wright Edelman
President and Founder
Children's Defense Fund

Wafaa Mahmoud EI-Sadr

Director of the International Center for AIDS Care and
Treatment Programs (ICAP)

Professor Clinical Medicine and Epidemiology
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Yassine Fall

President of the African Women Millennium Initiative on
Poverty and Human Rights (AWOMI)

Senior Policy Advisor, UN Millennium Project

Senior Economic Advisor, UNIFEM

Lynn Freedman

Director

Averting Maternal Death and Disability Program
Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health

Adrienne Germain
President
International Women's Health Coalition

Meenakshi Datta Ghosh

Principal Advisor (Health, Nutrition, and Family
Welfare) and Secretary

Planning Commission

Government of India

Heather Grady
Director, Policy and Partnerships
Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative

Liisa Hyssala
Minister of Health and Social Services
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, Finland



Lydia Johnson
Chairperson, Health Committee
KwaZulu-Natal Parliament

Milly Kayongo
Technical Officer
FEMME

CARE USA

Arzumand Banu Khan

General Medical Private Practitioner

Family Medical Centre

Former National Coordinator, National AIDS
Coordinating Agency, Ministry of State President,
Botswana

Betty King

Senior Advisor to the Chief Executive Officer

California Endowment

Former U.S. Ambassador to the UN Economic and Social
Council

Michelle Kouletio
Senior Health Advisor
Concern Worldwide, Inc.

Asa Christina Laurell
Secretary of Health
Mexico City Government, Mexico

Mary Ann Leeper
President and COO
The Female Health Company

Laura Liswood
Secretary-General
The Council of Women World Leaders

Jessica Longwe
South Africa Representative
European Parliamentarians for Africa

Michelle McMurry

Director

Health, Biomedical Science and Society Initiative
The Aspen Institute

Tapani Melkas

Director, Health Department
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
Government of Finland

Pascoal Mocumbi

High Representative

European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials
Partnership Secretariat

Promise Mthembu

Global Advocacy Officer

Sexual and Reproductive Rights

The International Community of Women Living with
HIV/AIDS

Liisa Ollila
Office of the Honorable Liisa Hysala
Ministry of Health and Social Services, Finland

Vincent Orinda
Senior Project Officer, Health, Nutrition and WES
UNICEF Kampala, Uganda

Nina Puri
President
International Planned Parenthood Federation

Geetha Rana
Project Officer, Women's Health
UNICEF Nepal

Susan Rich

Director

Women and Population
United Nations Foundation

Zeda Rosenberg
CEO
International Partnership for Microbicides

Nafis Sadik

Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for HIV/AIDS in
Asia and the Pacific

United Nations

Suomi Sakai
Representative
UNICEF Nepal

Terttu Savolainen

Secretary of State for Health
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
Government of Finland

Brooke Shearer
Senior Advisor
Global Health Strategies

Jill W. Sheffield
President
Family Care International

Julie Sullivan
President and Chief Executive Officer
International Foundation for Education and Self-Help

Marja Tallavaara

Special Adviser to the Minister of Social Affairs and
Health

Government of Finland

Dunia Tomé
National Institute for Women’s Affairs
Government of Honduras

Mirna Valladares
National Institute for Women’s Affairs
Government of Honduras

Wim Van Lerberghe

Editor in Chief, World Health Report 2005
Coordinator, Health Policy and Strategic Planning
Department of Health System Policies and Operations
Evidence and Information for Policy,

World Health Organization

Asunta Wagura
Executive Director
Kenya Network of Women with AIDS



AIDOS - Associazione Italiana Donne per lo Sviluppo
(Italian association for women in development)
Daniela Colombo

President

Italy

The Australian Reproductive Health Alliance
Australia

Mabel Bianco

President

FEIM - Fundacion para Estudio e Investigacion de la
Mujer

Argentina

Sharon L. Camp
President and CEO
The Allan Guttmacher Institute

Catholics for the Right to Decide
Teresa Lanza

Director

Bolivia

Catolicas por el Derecho a Decidir
Cérdoba, Argentina

A. Mushtaque R. Chowdhury,
Deputy Executive Director, BRAC; and

Dean, BRAC University James P. Grant School of Public

Health
Bangladesh

“Colectivo Juvenil DECIDE”
Andrea Ramirez and Claudio Arroyo
Coordinators

Bolivia

Gill Greer

Executive Director

New Zealand Family Planning Association
Member of Asia Pacific Alliance (APA)

Mary E. Hunt

Co-director

WATER

Women'’s Alliance for Theology, Ethics and Ritual
USA

Additional endorsements to the Wye Call to Action (as at 22 June 2005)

Interact Worldwide
Ros Davies

Chief Executive
United Kingdom

Eileen Kelly
Manager

New Zealand Family Planning Association International

Development (FPAID)

Mardi Kildebeck

Trustee

Mary Wohlford Foundation
USA

Jennifer Kitts

Senior Advisor

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights
Action Canada for Population and Development
Canada

Elizabeth Maguire
President and CEO
IPAS

Katherine McDonald

Executive Director

Action Canada for Population and Development
Canada

“Simbiosis™ Lesbian Association
Ingrid Guzman

Coordintator

Bolivia

The United Nations Foundation
Washington, DC
USA

WIDE Women in Development Europe
Wendy Harcourt

Chair

Brussels, Belgium

World Population Foundation
Anneke Wensing
Netherlands
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